June 20, 1994
GW #53
VEMORANDUM

TO District Directors
Envi ronnment al Heal th Managers
Envi ronmental Heal t h Supervi sors
Environnmental Health Specialists

FROM Donal d J. Al exander, Director
Di vision of Onsite Sewage and Water Services

SUBJECT: Authority Wen Inspecting Punp Station El ectrical
Control s
Onsite - Policy - Construction |Inspection

This GW will clarify the authority and responsibility of
the environnmental health specialist when inspecting the
el ectrical controls and alarmfor a punp station. The
envi ronnental health specialists has only the authority outlined
in Sections 4.23.B.8 and 4.23.B.9 of the Sewage Handling and
Di sposal Regul ations. This authority includes, and is |imted
to, determning if the follow ng have occurred or are present:

1. Controls are provided (and working) for automatically
starting and stopping the punp based on the water
| evel .

2. If float type controls are used, they are placed so as

to be unaffected by the flow entering the punp chanber

3. When mul tiple punps are used, controls are provided
(and wor ki ng) which automatically alternate the punps.

4. The el ectrical notor control center and naster
di sconnect switch are placed in a secure |ocation above
grade, and renote fromthe punp station.
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5. A manual override switch is provided (and working) for
each notor control center

6. A high water alarmwith renpte sensing and el ectri cal
circuitry is provided (and working) and is separate
fromthe notor control center circuitry.

7. The high water alarmis audiovisual, and |ocated in an
area where it is easily nonitored.

8. VWhen nmultiple punps are used, an additional audiovisual
alarmis provided (and working) and is activated when a
punp notor fails to start on denand.

9. All electrical conduits passing into the punp chanber
are sealed with a water stop

In general, an inspection of the controls and alarmof a
punpi ng chanber is limted to determning if the proper
conponents are present, and that they are functional. The
envi ronnmental health specialist does not have the authority, or
the responsibility, to provide advice with respect to the type of
el ectrical conponents used, or how they are w red.

pc: Ofice of Environnmental Health Services Staff
Cal Sawyer, Ph.D., P.E
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